
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merritts Brook SEN information report for children with Special Educational Needs 
or Disabilities 

 
“Our vision is to inspire all children with a love of learning. We want our children to become 

outstanding future citizens who are resourceful, resilient and responsible. These "3Rs" 

underpin our teaching, giving our pupils the confidence, skills and attitudes to be 

successful lifelong achievers.” 
 
Mrs J S Hall 
 
Principal 
 
(Merritts Brook Academy website - Welcome) 
 

 

At Merritts Brook, we believe this to be true for ALL our pupils including those with Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). We believe that by identifying and supporting 

children with SEND, and by tailoring our support to meet their individual needs, that they 

can make the best possible progress and reach their full potentials, academically as well as 

socially and emotionally. 
 
In the following document, you will find details of how we propose to support our 
children and families with SEND. 
 

1. What types of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities do we provide for at 
Merritts Brook Academy? 

 
 

Types of need and what that could look like 
 

Cognition and Learning – including specific learning difficulties like dyslexia, dyspraxia 

and dyscalculia 
 

Children and young people may find learning, thinking and understanding harder 
than most other pupils. 

 
Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find 
difficult are: 

 
 Taking longer to learn important skills
 Remembering things such as the important words for reading and times tables
 Understanding how to use letter sounds to read and spell words
 Needing more time to think about their answers

 
Communication and Interaction – including Autistic Spectrum Disorder/ Condition 

(ASD/ ASC) 
 

Children and young people may find it difficult interacting with the people and world 
around them. Alternatively, children may find it difficult to understand language or 
have difficulty in speaking or structuring sentences. 

Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find 
difficult are:  

 Talking to other adults and or children and young people, especially when in a 

group 



 
 
 
 

 Talking about a topic they haven’t chosen to talk about
 Making friends or keep friend for a long time
 Following rules made by someone else
 Dealing with changes in the way they usually do things
 Dealing with noises, smells or other sensations around them
 Saying the things they are thinking
 Understanding what other people mean when they are talking

 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties – Including ADHD, ADD and Attachment 

Disorder 
 

Children and young people may find it difficult to manage their emotions 
and behaviour in a way that affects their daily life. 

 

Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find 
difficult are: 

 
 Following rules set by others
 Sitting still for very long
 Listening to and following instructions
 Understanding how they are feeling
 Making friends
 Dealing with their difficulties in a way that does not cause harm to 

themselves or others
 Taking responsibility for the things they do

 

Sensory and/or physical needs 
 

Children and young people may have a disability that may make it difficult for them 

to manage their everyday life without support. This may be because of hearing or 

visual difficulties, physical disabilities or other medical needs. 
 
 

Some of the things children and young people with these difficulties might find 
difficult are: 

 
 Hearing what others in the classroom or school setting are saying
 Reading words on books, worksheets or whiteboards
 Moving around without the aid of a walking aid or wheelchair
 Using pencils, scissors, knives and forks

 Taking medication without adults helping them
 

 

At Merritts Brook we want the best for all our children and whilst we try our hardest to be 

an inclusive school and cater for all the needs of the children who come to our school, 

there may be times when we, or you as a parent/carer, feel that we cannot meet the 

needs of your child in our school setting. If this is the case then we will arrange to meet with 

you and discuss the reasons for this. We would then suggest and support a placement at a 

more appropriate setting, where the needs of your child can be more fully met. 



 
 
 

 

2. How do we identify children with SEND? 
 

A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational 
provision, namely provision that is different from or additional to that normally available 
to pupils of the same age. 

0-25 SEN Code of Practice 6.15  
Teachers ...should seek to identify pupils making less than expected progress 

given their age and individual circumstances 

0-25 SEN Code of Practice 6.17 
 

 

In school we use a variety of different ways to assess whether a child or young 
person has special educational needs. Some of these ways include: 
 

 Observations
 School based test results
 Information from parents and carers
 Information from your child or
 Specialised assessments carried out by members of the school’s support 

services

 Information from previous schools or settings
 Results from end of key stage assessments
 Discussions with adults who work with your child

 

Once a child is identified as having a special educational need, a graduated approach  
to support is taken. Your child’s needs will first be assessed, then support will be planned,  
carried out and then reviewed. At the review any necessary changes will be made. 
 
We have a graduated response at Merritts Brook, and will first offer support through Quality 
First Teaching, then through Targeted Support using an Individual Education Plan (IEP). If your 
child requires Specialist Support, we will draw upon the expertise of our colleagues from 
outside agencies to help us support your child, by offering us specialist advice for which 
interventions would best suit your child’s needs.  
From this point, should your child still be finding it hard to make progress, we may consider 
applying for and Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP) from the Local Authority. 
 

If you have concerns we will talk this through with you and follow your concerns up with an 

appropriate agency or professional for example Speech and Language Therapy or 

Communication and Autism Team. 
 

If we become concerned about your child we will contact you either by your child’s  
teacher talking to you, Miss Billingham the Special Needs Coordinator (SENCO) or Mrs. Ling 

the Pastoral Manager contacting you. 
 
 
 

 

3. How do we involve pupils with SEN and their parents/carers in meeting their 
needs? 

 

We try to involve you and your child at all times in their education and this will be 
no different if we feel that they have Special Educational Needs. 
 

When we assess your child’s Special Educational Needs, we will need to talk to you 

about how they are at home. We try working with you so that we are all helping your child 

in the same way, both at home and at school. 



 
 
 
 

When appropriate we will write up an Individual Education Plan (IEP), or an IBP (Individual 
Behaviour Plan). 
 

We will hold regular review meetings with you and your child, which will allow school staff, 

other agencies e.g. Speech and Language Therapy services, whom are supporting your 

child, to come and share information, celebrate positive outcomes and plan the next 

steps that we will target so that your child can make progress. 

 

You and your child will also have the opportunity to share your views and suggest 
targets on IEP/Annual review documents. 
 

If you have any particular concerns that you wish to discuss, you can always make an 
appointment with the office to see the SENCo or Pastoral Manager. To arrange a meeting 
please call the school office on 0121 675 1299 
 
 

 

4. How do we use other adults in school to support pupils with SEND? 

 

Our SENCo, Miss Billingham, leads a team of skilled support staff, who support pupils 
with a wide range of educational, social, emotional and mental health needs. 
 

Our SEN team work with small groups and on a 1:1 basis with pupils who have 
particular needs. 
 

We also try to match the individual expertise of Teaching Assistants (TAs) with 
specific needs that the children may have. 
 

We also continue to train our teaching and support staff on new approaches 

to supporting children with SEN as well as ensuring that specific training is given 

to individuals in particular circumstances when we feel that this is necessary. 
 

We also have a highly experienced Pastoral Manager, Mrs Ling, who supports 

parents and signposts families to particular help, whatever their concern. 
 

We regularly analyse our data to ensure that every child is making the best 
possible progress. 
 
 

 

5. How do we use specialist resources to support pupils with SEND? 

 

We have a special Interventions room that is available for individual groups to work in a 

quiet learning environment such as our language groups, who meet regularly to 

develop social language skills. 



 
 
 
 

We have many resources available to staff and TAs , including a wide range of reading 

materials which appeal to visual learners and reluctant readers and help children to gain or 

regain lost learning. These are based upon a phonics approach to reading where the 

children learn to split and then blend sounds together. 
 

We have access to specific computer programmes and apps to support your child. 
 

Our SEN team also make specific resources for the individual pupils that they are working 

with that support their specific learning targets and needs, through allowing them to access 

learning in a way that is more suitable for them and mirrors the work done by the rest of 

their class. 
 

At different times during the year we provide parental support workshops on a range 
of subjects. 
 

Where necessary, we have links with outreach facilities who can loan us 
specialist equipment. 
 

Members of the SEN team are also beginning to specialise in certain areas: ASD (Autistic 

Spectrum Disorder) and Speech and Language, in order to be able to offer specialised 

and tailor made support for particular pupils. This is something that we will continue to 

develop and specialise other members of staff in other areas of Special Educational Needs. 
 
 
 

 

6. How do we modify teaching approaches for individual pupils? 

 

All of our staff have received training in a variety of multisensory approaches which means 

that we can adapt our lessons to a range of SEND –specific learning difficulties e.g. Dyslexia; 

Autistic Spectrum Disorder; Speech, Language and Communication needs; as well as 

behavioural, social and emotional difficulties. 
 

Our EYFS (Early Years and Foundation Stage) staff have received training in Makaton signing 

and several across the school have been on Elklan training. 
 

We pride ourselves on our inclusive ethos. Wherever possible, children are taught alongside 

their classmates in differentiated groups within the classroom, using scaffolded work, 

wordbanks or photographs . We also encourage opportunities for children to work in mixed 

ability groups, where they can work with positive role models and learn about individual 

differences. 
 

Teachers plan carefully to meet the needs of children with SEN in their classes and adapt 

their teaching to support all learning needs in the school. They may use modified 

resources, additional adults for support within class or to offer pre- tutoring, 1:1 or group 

work or a range of other resources that are available. 
 

Our SEN team are also trained in some additional support schemes which are used if a 
child needs extra support to make progress. 
 

We run a range of speech, language and communication groups as well as social skills 
groups. 
 

We use personalised visual timetables alongside class timetables for individuals who find 

this helpful, and we are happy to make a copy of these for families to take home. 



 

 

7. How do we know that our SEN children are making progress? 

 

At the beginning of the academic year in Nursery, we assess and record the skills of all 

children so that we can plan to meet their particular needs. In the Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS) we track progress against the EYFS ages and stages of development, working 

towards a Good Level of Development (GLD). 
 

In Key Stages One and Two, we have now moved to ‘Assessing without Levels’, in line 
with the new National Curriculum, though we may still use P scales where appropriate 
to assess the progress of some pupils. 
 

We use an online system to track pupil attainment and progress against targets. 

Parents of children with SEN have the opportunity to meet with us as part of their 
 
IEP review, to discuss their child’s progress against their individual targets and to set 
new ones. 
 

We analyse the progress of each child every half term and discuss the results with the 

class teacher as part of our Pupil Progress Meetings with the Senior Leadership Team. 
 

Each teacher plans targeted interventions for all children whose progress is causing 

concern. They are involved in writing IEPs for the children needing a greater level of support 

to achieve their best, and which requires input beyond classroom differentiation. 
 

Our teaching staff regularly look at pieces of work together to check our judgments 
are correct. 
 

We set challenging and aspirational individual targets that for every pupil that are 
based upon nationally agreed guidelines on progress. 
 

We also use The Language and Literacy and Maths toolkits which support assessment, 
identifying gaps in children’s learning and drawing up IEP targets. 
 

  We check how well a pupil makes progress in each lesson through observation, 

questioning and marking, and adjust our planning to meet any emerging needs. 
 
 
 

 

8. What extra support, services and expertise do we bring into school to help us meet the 
needs of our SEND children? 

 

We use support from specialist teachers and support staff for advice about accessing the 

curriculum and SEND related needs such as speech, language and communication, 

hearing impairment, behavioural related needs, mental health issues, learning difficulties 

and autism. 

 We are part of The Big Community, and through them we have access not only to 

attendance support, but we also use their Emotional Health and Well-being Practitioners 

and Family Support Workers. 



 
 
 
 

This Year we are continuing to buy into Speech and Language Therapy support. 
 

Pupil School Support Services come into school regularly to help us to assess the varying 

needs of our pupils and consult with us to make recommendations for the provision we 

need to make for our SEN pupils. 
 

We also work closely with our Educational Psychologist, who again, offers us advice 

upon how to support particular needs for particular children. 
 

We liaise with school heath and the school nurse, who comes into school for whole staff 
training and to offer specific advice for certain individuals. 
 

We are also supported by the Communication and Autism Team, who come into school 

to assess children and support us in providing effectively for the needs of individual pupils. 
 

When necessary we also work closely with the Hearing Impaired and Visually Impaired 

Specialist Support Services (HISSS and VISSS) and have very positive links with them. 
 
 

 

9. What extra – curricular activities are available for pupils with SEN? 

 

All children, including those with SEND, have access to our extra-curricular activities. 

Where appropriate and possible, adjustments will be made to ensure all children and 

young people with special educational needs can fully access these activities. 
 
 

In addition, our school provides additional extra-curricular activities for children 
and young people with special educational needs when needed. These may 

include lunchtime clubs and social interaction groups. 
 
 

 

10. How do we support pupils in their transition into our school and when they 
leave us? 

 

We aim to make periods of transition as easy as possible for the children in our school. 
 

When starting at our school: 
 

We welcome children into our Nursery and Reception classes with a personal home visit by 
the Nursery and Reception staff. This allows pupils to meet their teachers for the first time in a 
familiar environment. These meetings are followed by open days in school, where the 
children can meet new friends. 
 

We meet with the child and their parents/carers to talk about their need and 
answer any questions about our school. 
 

We meet with staff and share information, including how best we can support them, 
from the child’s previous school or setting. 
 

We read reports from people who have worked with the child and discuss these with 
the child’s new class teacher. 
 

We can also arrange for transition visits to our school, so that the child gets to see our school  



 
 
 
 

properly before they start. 
 

Pupils also have a staggered entry into school over a three week period, to help them 
get used to their new environment, class and teachers. If we believe that your child 
would benefit from extending this period, we will discuss this with you on a one to basis. 
 

When moving to a new year group: 
 

We introduce the child to their new teacher individually. 
 

We provide certain children who would benefit, with a transition book that has photographs of 

the key staff and areas around school to look at during the school holidays. 
 

We talk to the child and their family so we can answer any questions they may 
have about the new year group, and can arrange for pupils to spend more time with 
their new teacher before the transition if this would help them. 
 

We give any adults working with the child or young person a one page profile or 
their IEP describing the things that help to support them in school. 
 

When moving to a new school: 

 

We talk to key staff at the new school about things that help the child or young person 
to learn well and be happy at school. 
 

We arrange extra visits to the new school with a member of staff from our school if that is 
what the child or young person wants. 
 

We talk to the child or young person and their family so we can answer 
any questions they may have about the new school. 
 
 

 

11. How does additional funding work? 
 

 

Schools receive funding for pupils with SEND and we use this funding to provide for the 

pupils needs, this may including equipment. The Local Authority ‘top- up’ funding is for 

those children who have a particularly high level of need. 
 

If a pupil’s EHC (Education Health Care plan) specifies something that is 

significantly different to what is usually available, there will be additional funding 

allocated. Parents will have a say in how this is used. 
 

You will be told if this means that you are eligible for a personal budget. If you are, then this 

must be used for an agreed plan made by professional advisors, parents and school. 
 
 

 

12. Where can pupils get extra support? 

 

We ask children how they best learn. Their views are important to us and impact on 
our provision. 

 

Our children are made aware of the support systems we have around school. They 
know who they can talk to if they have any worries or concerns. 



 
 
 
 

If your child feels uncomfortable speaking to an adult in school 

themselves, we always welcome parents into school to discuss any issues 

worrying their child, however small they feel they are. 
 
 

 

13. Where can parents/carers get extra support? 

 

We do our best to support parents of children with special educational 
needs or disabilities so that your child is successful and worry free. 

 

Our SENCo and Pastoral Manager can signpost you agencies and support 
services which are appropriate for your child’s specific needs. 

 

Other places to get support are: 
 

 

 Agency How they support How to contact them  

  Parents/carers   
     

  SEND Information,   

 SENDIASS Advice & Support SEND Information, Advice & Support  

  Service Service  

  Service exists to provide The POD, 28 Oliver Street  
  advice and information Nechells, Birmingham B7 4NX  

  to parents and pupils in Email:SENDIASS@birmingham.gov.uk  

  Birmingham. Telephone Number: 0121 303 5004  

     

 Children’s Centre’s Support for families in Allens Croft Children’s Centre  

  their community, Allens Croft Road  

  signposting and group Kings Heath  

  work.   

   Birmingham  

   B14 6RP  
   Tel: 0121 466 4700  
 

 

14. What can parents/carers do if they are not happy with a decision or 
what is happening? 

 

We have an open door policy at Merritts Brook and we like to hear your views. 
 

Your first point of call is your child’s class teacher, who is available at the end of the 
school day. 

 

In addition our SENCo (Miss Billingham) and Pastoral Manager (Mrs Ling) are 
here to listen to your concerns. 

 

If you are not satisfied that your concern has been addressed then you may speak 
to the Principal, Mrs Hall. 

 

Our school takes complaints seriously and will act upon these on an individual basis. 
 

mailto:SENDIASS@birmingham.gov.uk


 
 

 

15. How can parents/ carers find Birmingham Local Authority’s local offer? 

 

The Birmingham Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found at: 
 
www.mycareinbirmingham.com 
 
A link to this is also on our SEND page 
 
 
 

 

16. How can I get in touch with the SENCo? 

 

Our school’s SENCo is Miss Billingham 
 

If you would like to talk to her then you can ring the school office on: 0121 675 1299, or 
pop into school to make an appointment. 
 

The best time to contact our SENCo is on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday. If 
you leave a message she will get back to you as soon as possible.  

file://trescott-csvr1/Users/gcotterill/Local%20Offer/www.mycareinbirmingham.com

